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Programme Note

Legend has it that when passing a smithy in ancient times, Pythagoras was astonished by the range of
pitched sounds made by blacksmiths hammering different pieces of metal; the sounds were rich, varied,
sometimes harmonious, sometimes discordant. Upon returning home, the Greek thinker hastened to
explore sound and invent new instruments, over time identifying the musical ratios which produce

harmony and principles in maths and physics.

Pythagoras Toolkit features our cheeky modern-day puppet Pythagoras (with her bag of tools)

challenging eight virtuous classical musicians and a conductor to help her carry out musical experiments

in preparation for a final performance. The piece is a playful, wordless show with puppetry and
contemporary classical music for a family audience.

The piece is 45-minutes in duration and in 5 parts:

1. The Rehearsal Room

2. Harmony of the Spheres

3. Pythagoras Creating & Exploring
4. Performance Preparations

5. Happy Pythagoras Performing

Instrumentation (Score in C)

Puppeteers (x2) with Pythagoras, toolkit bag & percussion

Flute (doubling Piccolo & Bass Flute)
Cor Anglais

Bass Clarinet in Bb

Alto Saxophone

Percussion (Drum kit & other toys / Glockenspiel)

Drum kit should be small ‘jazz’ kit if possible. All drums should be completely dampened and as dry as possible.
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tom tom stick W.B. W.B. Bell hats Whistle metallic tree
sound

Electric Piano / Electric Organ (or Nord Stage) / Toy Piano (2 octaves)

Violin
‘Cello

Conductor



Score in C

Pythagoras' Toolkit

Part 1: The Rehearsal Room

[Cellist & Puppeteers enter stage]
[Flute, Bass Clarinet, Saxophone, Cor Anglais, Violin are warming up back/offstage]

Concept & Puppetry: Rachel Warr
Concept & Music: Benjamin Oliver
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1. Play a pizzicato A on the A-string (Pythagoras [she/her] wakes up)
2. Check the tuning of the rest of the strings-D -G -C
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3. Play some scales with a touch of samba (. = 80 but with freedom)\
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| vi. after she gestures play...|
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[tempo controlled by puppet!]
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[at some stage on repeat interrupted by Pythagoras tapping with pencil...
[Conductor taps stand] stop should be a little chaotic - you are confused by her interruption!]
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[Pythag drawing sound]

[stop when interrupted,
you are annoyed!]

[Conductor taps stand]
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[Conductor taps stand]
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[Pythag reveals
graphic score]

[interrupted by her tapping
you are not annoyed,
but rather want to solve

the challenge!]
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A bit faster than before .
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Suddenly faster .
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